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Honours Series VI 
Nature’s Beauty 

Soft hiss and a splash 
The river’s bottom: startled 

Turtles’ camouflage 
 

Scattered thunderstorm 
A cardinal catches light 

In its downward arc 
 

Dragonfly weaving 
Through the dance that wind has made 

Of a bank’s sedge grass 
 

This texts for this work come from three English haiku written by Calvin Olsen. The three 
main sections of the work take haiku that best describe a river, a storm, and calming winds. 
The music of this work utilises a lot of naturalistic sounds such as bird calls or wind sounds 
to depict the scenes that the haiku are describing, twisting around the words. From this the 
primary compositional technique of this work is seen. The focal technique of this work is the 

use of non-lyrical material, such as the previously mentioned natural sounds. 
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